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What is a Drone?

A drone is an Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS).



Where do I get one and how much do they cost?
Best Buy    - Amazon    - B&H Photo    - Costco    - Sam’s

A few entry level options:

DJI Neo



Where do I get one and how much do they cost?

A few entry level options:

DJI Mini 4K



Where do I get one and how much do they cost?

A few entry level options:

DJI Mini 5 Pro



The Controller
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Key Components of a Drone

Controller Battery
Propellers

Gimbal and
Camera
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Sensors

Motor

Power
Botton



Basic Controls



Roll, Pitch, and Yaw



Flight Modes

Cine Mode (C): Limits the drone's maximum flight speed and slows down its rotation. This mode is ideal for 
capturing smooth, cinematic, and stable video footage.

Normal Mode (N): The default operating mode. It utilizes all available satellite systems (GNSS) alongside the 
drone's omnidirectional vision and infrared sensing systems. This enables full automatic obstacle detection, 
tracking features, and stable hovering

Sport Mode (S): Maximum speed and agility settings. The drone becomes much more responsive to control stick 
inputs. Note: Omnidirectional obstacle sensing is completely disabled in Sport mode.



Safety, Regulations, and Rules (USA)
• Register and Certification - droneregistration.com

• Register ALL drones over 250 grams.    
• Pass the TRUST test.



Safety, Regulations, and Rules (USA) cont…
• Know the rules

• Stay under 400 feet AGL (Above Ground Level).

• Always maintain VLOS (Visual Line of Sight).  You must see your drone at all times!

• Never fly over people.

• Never fly over moving vehicles.

• Avoid 
• Airports
• National Parks
• Stadiums
• Emergency response
• Military bases
• Prisons
• Private property



Safety, Regulations, and Rules (USA) cont…
• Know your airspace regulations

• Install the “UAV Forecast” app on your phone.



Safety, Regulations, and Rules (USA) cont…
• Know your airspace regulations

• Install the “Air Aware” app on your phone.



Pre-Flight Checklist



Common beginner mistakes to avoid

DON’T

X – Flying in strong wind

X – Skipping calibration

X – Ignoring battery warnings

X – Losing orientation

X – Flying too high

X – No failsafe configured

DO

 – Start in calm conditions (<10 mph)

 – Calibrate when prompted

 – Land with 20-30% remaining battery

 – Maintain VLOS

 – Master low, slow, and close first

 – Set Return-to-Home & low-battery RTH



Practical tips for your first flight

1 – Start in a large open field – no obstacles, no people, and plenty of space

2 – Practice orientation –
Increase altitude to around 10 feet and hover.  
Then low and slow movements away from you.  
Fly in Cine mode.

3 – Fly short sessions – 10 to 15 minutes, keep focus.

4 – Watch your instruments.  Battery status, signal strength, and altitude.



Additional Resources
• Robson Ranch Drone Club!

• Internet

www.pilotinstitute.com/course/recreational-flying-made-easy/



Questions?

Meet on October 26 at 5:30 for some supervised drone flying time?


